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Rose Hill  

5. Classification  ...............................................  
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)  

-~ _ _ c - -
- public-local
-public-State
-public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
-x- building(s) 
- district 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributir  
4 1 build3  

-0- -0- sites  
-0- -0- structures  
-0- -0- objects  
-4- -1- Total  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National  
Register --0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of 
a multiple property listing.) N/A ....................................................  
6. Function or Use ............................................ --- - 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling  
DOMESTIC secondary Structure- 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: -DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling 

-DOMESTIC Secondary Structure-

...................................... - ....................... ----------- - 
7. Description  

Architectural Classification (Enter cateaories from instructions) - 
FEDERAL  

-G R E E K  REVIVAL  

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation STONE  
walls VOOD  

STUCCO  
roof METAL  
other  
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lo. Geographioal Data------------------------------------- ----- -
Acreage of Property -8.5 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

........................................... 
11. Form Prepared By.............................................................................................................................................................. 
name/title-MARAL S. KALBIAN, ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
organization date -December 14, 1995 
street & number-ROUTE 1 BOX 86 telephone 540-837-2081 

city or town-BOYCE state-VA- zip code -22620-

.............................................................................................................................................................. 
Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating thc propeciy's location. 
A sketch map for hisloris districts and pmpenies having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photognphs of the pmpcny 

Additional items 
(Check with rhe SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

nameltitle-Mrs. John D. White 

street & numberP.0. Box 590 telephone -540-635-3464-

city or town-Front Royal state-VA- zip code -22630-
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Connected to the west end of the rear ell is a shorter, two-story, two-bay, frame garage wing 
that was added in 1937. The maid quarters on the second floor are accessible from a single-run 
staircase located behind a single-panel door on the first floor. This wing features a gable roof 
of standing-seam metal, stucco cladding, a garage door on the first floor, and six-over-six sash 
windows on the second floor. 

The interior of Rose Hill reflects its two major building campaigns as well as the 1937 
remodeling. The decorative details throughout the house are relatively elegant for the period. 
Walls and ceilings are mostly plaster and lath, with chair rail, baseboards, crown molding, 
original mantels, random-width pine flooring, and paneled doors still present in all the rooms. 
The doors in the first-floor rooms have two vertical panels and Carpenter locks. 

The front block of the house has a central-passage, single-pile plan. The staircase runs along 
the south wall of the central passage. It appears as though the current woodwork of the staircase 
may date to the 1937 remodeling. It is composed of an unpainted square pine newel post with 
a flat top, rectangular painted balusters, and a plain unpainted handrail (Photo 7). The stringer 
is modestly decorated with parenthesis-like brackets. A small bathroom, originally a closet, is 
located beneath the staircase and the wooden spandrel is paneled. Located at the end of the 
central passage is a door that originally led outside but now leads into the kitchen. The built-in 
bookcases along the north wall were constructed in the late 1930s. Doors that lead into the 
parlors that flank the central passage are located in front of the stairs, just inside the entrance. 
These doors have single-light transoms that appear to be turn-of-the-century additions. The 
woodwork in the central passage is composed of reeded trim with bull's-eye comer blocks 
around the doors, reeded chair rail, and relatively plain baseboard and crown mold. 

The parlor located on the north side of the central passage is now used as the formal living 
room. Centered along the north wall, the fireplace with brick hearth has a mantel composed of 
tapered Doric pilasters, a plain frieze, and mantelshelf (Photo 8). The mantel is of the 
vernacular Greek Revival style and was perhaps replaced in 1845 when the rear wing was 
constructed. A door to its left leads to a screened porch that was built in 1937. Both the east 
and west walls have two windows. The floors are original as is the reeded trim, paneled door 
with Carpenter lock, chair rail, baseboard, and crown mold. 

The south room, now used as a sitting room, is identical in size to the one on the north, but 
features a more ornate mantel with pilasters, a paneled frieze with a reeded band, and a stepped 
mantelshelf (Photo 9). The rest of the woodwork is a plain architrave trim with plain chair rail, 
baseboard, and crown molding. The trim in this room is a vernacular interpretation of the 
Federal style, and is consistent with the age of this part of the house. The hearth is brick and 
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the firebox surround has been plastered. Along the west wall of this room is a door that leads 
to the rear brick ell, constructed around 1845. 

The rear ell is currently made up of an entrance foyer, a small stair hall, a dining room, and 
what was once a butler's pantry, but is now an informal dining room. All the trim in this 
section matches and consists of symmetrically-molded trim with bull's-eye comer blocks, 
derived from Greek Revival models. It is heavier and bolder than the Federal-inspired trim on 
the front part of the house. 

The dining room is the largest of all the rooms in the ell and is located at the rear (Photo 10). 
It features a large fireplace along its west wall. The mantel is of the late Federal style with 
fluted Doric pilasters, diamond-shaped panels above the pilasters, a paneled frieze, and a molded 
mantelshelf. Flanking the fireplace are built-in cabinets with double half-glass doors. These 
appear to be original, as does the crown mold, chair rail, and baseboard. The dining room has 
two doors; one leads to the small stair hall and the other to the old butler's pantry. 

The entrance foyer is located just inside the entrance along the south side of the ell. It has four 
doors; one to the front of the house, one to the outside, one to the former butler's pantry, and 
one to the stair hall (Photo 11). The exterior door has two vertical panels and an eight-light 
transom and sidelights. The single-run enclosed staircase that leads upstairs is located between 
the foyer and the dining room. 

The butler's pantry is now used as an informal dining room. The door that leads from it to the 
current kitchen was originally an exterior one and has a four-light transom and wooden reveals. 
This room also contains the door that leads to the single-run basement stairs. 

The kitchen is located in the one-story wing that was added in 1937. It leads out to a screened- 
in porch that was also built at the same time. The kitchen was remodeled in 1965. 

The second floor of the main block of Rose Hill is similar in plan to the first floor, but 
bathrooms and closets were added in 1937, making the two main rooms somewhat smaller. The 
second-floor landing features built-in closets on either side of the central window that faces out 
the front of the house. A single-run boxed stair leading to the attic is located along the north 
wall of the landing. New dry wall ceilings were installed over the original plaster ones in the 
1960s. 

The bedroom over the north parlor has a Federal-style mantel centered along its north wall 
(Photo 12). It features delicately reeded pilasters and a paneled frieze. A large bathroom and 
closets were added along the interior wall of this room during the 1930s. This made the room 
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somewhat narrower than its counterpart downstairs. The woodwork around the doors and 
windows is composed of plain architrave trim, chair rail, and baseboard, and matches those 
found in the first-floor sitting room. 

The southern bedroom features a plain mantel with applied trim and a stepped mantelshelf (Photo 
13). The rest of the woodwork matches that found in the other bedroom and in the southern 
first-floor parlor. A curtain wall was added along the west side of this room during the 1937 
renovation, creating a small hall with an attached bathroom behind it. It is accessible from the 
landing at the end of the first run of the staircase. 

The second floor of the rear ell contains two bedrooms with the service staircase located between 
them. The floors are original and the woodwork includes chair rail, baseboard, and architrave 
trim. The room closer to the front of the house is now used as an office and has a door that 
leads out to the second floor of the side porch. 

The bedroom towards the back is located above the dining room and features a Greek Revival- 
style mantel with symmetrically-molded trim and bull's-eye comer blocks that matches the trim 
around the doors and windows on the first floor of the ell (Photo 14). Shallow closets with 
vertical two-panel doors are found on either side and correspond to the built-in cabinets in the 
dining room below. 

The attic of Rose Hill is accessible by a single-run stair along the northern wall of the second- 
story hall, behind a four-paneled door. Some historic graffiti, including the sketch of a man's 
head, are located on the unpainted plaster along the staircase. The attic is composed of two 
large rooms used for storage. The heavy timber framing is exposed and includes sawn rafters 
secured by wooden pegs and collar beams. The wide plank floors are original. The attic over 
the rear ell is accessible and exhibits rafters mortised into a ridge pole. 

The basement of Rose Hill is accessible through the rear ell. An exterior batten door is located 
under the side porch, and an interior staircase is accessible from the old butler's pantry. The 
handrail and newel on the staircase are simple but well worn and appear original. Other features 
in this portion of the basement include, six-over-three sash windows, original interior batten 
shutters, beaded trim, and a large stone fireplace beneath the dining room. This appears to have 
originally been a cooking fireplace. The floors are now of poured concrete. The basement 
under the front of the house features hand-hewn log joists and stone walls, with evidence that 
they were originally whitewashed. Hand-wrought iron hooks are found on some of the joists. 
The basement is now used as a workshop, for storage, and to house the furnace. 
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Only one of the three contributing outbuildings at Rose Hill is contemporary with the house. 
The two-story cottage is located just south of the house and is of frame construction with stucco 
cladding (Photo 15). It has a gable roof of standing-seam metal and six-over-six-sash double- 
hung windows. This building, which was probably originally a kitchen and slave quarters, 
underwent a large remodeling in the 1930s. Several later one-story additions have also been 
built. Although greatly remodeled, it still retains its distinctive central chimney with large 
fireplace and cooking crane. The interior has exposed ceiling joists, hardwood floors and plain 
trim. 

The other two outbuildings date to the 1930s. A shed-roofed, frame chicken coop clad in 
novelty siding is located behind the main house and is now used as a garden shed (Photo 16). 
Another outbuilding is similar but larger and is located behind the guest cottage. The 
noncontributing building is located next to this shed and is a small, gable-roofed garage that was 
built in the 1950s (Photo 17). 

Although at one time the Rose Hill property encompassed a much larger tract of land, the farm 
has since been split, and the land developed as part of the town of Front Royal. The house now 
sits on an eight-and-one-half acre tract of land. It is one of the largest lots in town, taking up 
one town block. The grounds are shaded by very large oak trees and evergreens. The buildings 
sit on top of a hill. A run of early-twentieth-century concrete steps leads up to the house from 
North Royal Avenue. A picket fence encloses a portion of the back yard, while a three-board 
fence surrounds a larger area of the property. 
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SECTION 8: 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Sited on a hill overlooking the town of Front Royal, Rose Hill is one of Front Royal's few 
surviving Federal-style dwellings. George C. Blakemore constructed the front section of Rose 
Hill in 1830. William Richardson added a brick ell to the rear of the house in 1845, by which 
time it had acquired its present name. Rose Hill's prominent location overlooking the main road 
to Winchester made it a crucial site in the Battle of Front Royal on 23 May 1862. Troop 
movements throughout the area and the war-time experiences of the occupants of Rose Hill are 
recorded in a diary kept by Miss Sue Richardson from October 1, 1863 until May 23, 1865. 
Carefully remodeled by Col. Samuel Rolfe Millar, Jr. around 1937, Rose Hill represents a 
relatively unaltered example of vernacular I-house with Federal- and Greek Revival-style 
decorative elements. One of three contributing buildings dates to the period of the main house; 
the other two were constructed in the 1930s. The architectural form and details of Rose Hill, 
together with its pristine country setting and significant outbuildings, render the property locally 
significant under Criterion C of the National Register. Given the documented loss of so many 
significant terrain and cultural features related to the Battle of Front Royal and the specific 
references to Rose Hill in several battle accounts, the property's association with this battle and 
other local events of the American Civil War make it eligible for listing under Criterion A. 
Both architecturally and historically, the property possesses integrity of association, design, 
feeling, location, material, workmanship, and setting. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Rose Hill is located along North Royal Avenue in the town of Front Royal, Virginia. When 
constructed in 1830, it was the plantation house for an estate that extended all the way to the 
Shenandoah River. Currently sited on an eight-and-one-half acre parcel of land, Rose Hill is 
one of Front Royal's finest early-nineteenth-century vernacular dwellings, exhibiting architectural 
details from the Federal and Greek Revival styles. 

The Rose Hill tract was originally part of a larger piece of land purchased by Thomas Chester 
from William Russell in 1737.' Chester, one of the earliest settlers in the area and a prominent 
entrepreneur and landowner, operated a ferry across the forks of the Shenandoah River by 1736. 
The Rose Hill tract was part of 416 acres inherited by Chester's five grandsons with the last 
name of Smith.' It appears that Burr Powell of Middleburg acquired one of the five tracts that 
became Rose Hill before combining it with another tract and selling it in 1801 as 341 acres to 
Thomas Buck.' 
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2. Personal interview of Rebecca H. Good by Maral S. Kalbian. September 5, 1995, Front 
Royal, VA. 

3. Frederick County LSC 40, p. 609, December 14, 1801. Winchester, Virginia. 

4. Warren County Land Book B, p.111, September 4, 1841. Front Royal, Virginia. 

5. Warren County Will Book C, p. 297, May 22, 1860. Front Royal, Virginia. 

6. National Park Service. Studv of Civil War Sites in the Shenandoah Vallev of Virginia. 
Washington, D.C.:U.S. Department of the Interior, 1995. page 55-57. The discussion of the 
Battle of Front Royal in this report indicates that the area of the battlefield has lost many of its 
terrain and cultural features due to the growth of Front Royal. Rose Hill and its immediate 
surroundings constitutes one of the few sites in the Battle of Front Royal that remains virtually 
undisturbed. 

7. Richardson, Miss Sue. Personal diary from 1863-1865. Unpublished. In possession of Mrs. 
John D. White, Front Royal, VA, May 23, 1864 entry. 

8. Richardson, Miss Sue. Personal diary from 1863-1865. Unpublished. In possession of Mrs. 
John D. White. Front Royal, VA., August 14-16, 1864 entries. 

9. Richardson, Miss Sue. Personal diary from 1863-1865. Unpublished. In possession of Mrs. 
John D. White. Front Royal, VA. September 21, 1864 entry. 

10. Richardson, Miss Sue. Personal diary from 1863-1865. Unpublished. In possession of Mrs. 
John D. White. Front Royal, VA. September 26, 1864 entry. 

11. Richardson, Miss Sue. Personal diary from 1863-1865. Unpublished. In possession of Mrs. 
John D. White. Front Royal, VA., May 25, 1865 entry. 

12. Personal Interview of Mrs. John D. White by Maral S. Kalbian at Rose Hill, Front Royal, 
VA. September 5, 1995. 
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SECTION 10: GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:  
The boundaries for Rose Hill are described in the Warren County tax maps as 20A5-3, parcels  
C and B.  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:  
The boundaries for Rose Hill are drawn to include the house, three surviving outbuildings, and  
that portion of the original acreage that retains historic integrity.  




